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The following are profiles on three of our doctorates 

who are in academia:  

Dr. Koritha Mitchell is an award-winning author and 

cultural critic. She is an Associate Professor in the 

department of English at Ohio State University where 

she specializes in African American literature, racial 

violence in U.S. history and contemporary culture, and 

black drama and performance. Her book, Living with 

Lynching: African American Lynching Plays, 

Performance, and Citizenship, 1890-1930 (University 

of Illinois Press, 2011), has won awards from the 

American Theatre and Drama Society and from the 

Society for the Study of American Women Writers. 

Koritha’s study examines plays that African Americans 

performed within their communities to show that the 

victims of lynching were not the brutes they were 

portrayed to be, but honorable heads of households 

subjected to white violence. 

Koritha is a role model and mentor to her students and 

offers guidance to fellow scholars to help them 

advance their career. She is also an avid runner and 

founder of the Columbus, Ohio chapter of Black Girls 

Run!, an organization that encourages black women to 

live a healthy lifestyle. 

Born and raised near Houston, Texas, Koritha is the 

first in her family to earn a college degree. She earned 

her Ph.D. in English in 2005 from the University of 

Maryland College Park.   

Here’s what Koritha has to say about SisterMentors: 

“When I joined SisterMentors, I had been in a 6-month 

writing slump. I was depressed and desperate for a way to 

end my writer’s block so that I could free myself from 

graduate school and earn a decent living. I knew that the 

group would help me with goal-setting, and I felt that would 

save me. I was wrong; they did so much more than help me 

set goals. There’s no question: without SisterMentors and 

Dr. Shireen, I simply would not have made it to the Ph.D.  

Uncompromising in its holistic approach, SisterMentors was 

the one entity that I could rely on to treat me as a whole 

person---and it required me to treat myself that way too. As 

a woman of color pursuing graduate education, I not only 

encountered opposition from a mainstream society that 

assumed that I was not intelligent; I was also often 

discouraged by ‘my own’ when they felt threatened by my 

successes. Having a safe space to share trials and triumphs 

was more valuable than I can say. I will never forget the 

difference that SisterMentors made in my life; finding this 

program was a real defining moment.”  

Dr. Fanta Aw is Vice President of Campus Life and the 

Hurst Senior Professional Lecturer at the School of 

International Service at American University (AU). She is an 

expert on U.S. immigration, international education, student 

engagement, and diversity and inclusion in higher 

education.  

Fanta has spent 25 years in higher education 

administration. She cares deeply about students and goes 

above and beyond to help them. For many years, she 

served as Director of International Students at AU where 

she helped create the International Women’s Group, which 

helped women students transition to returning to their home 

countries. She currently provides executive leadership for 

fifteen departments in Campus Life and teaches graduate 

courses on topics such as international higher education 

policy. In 2013, she received the University Award for 

Outstanding Teaching in an Adjunct Position. 

Born in Mali, West Africa, Fanta speaks several languages 

including French. She has been interviewed by global 

media including Agence France Press. She is past 

President and Chair of the Board of Directors of NAFSA:  

SisterMentors’ Doctorates in the World Today 

Koritha Mitchell  
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SisterMentors has helped 65 women of color to earn doctorates including in Math, Science and Economics. Today, our 

doctorates have diverse careers including at colleges and universities, nonprofit organizations, the private sector, and 

the federal government.  
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Fanta Aw  Emilie Boone  

Association of International Educators, the largest 

membership association of international education. In 

2010, Fanta earned her Ph.D. in Sociology from 

American University.   

Here is what Fanta has to say about SisterMentors: 

“I knew Dr. Lewis and her passion for education so when 

I was getting ready for my dissertation Dr. Lewis and I 

reconnected. I love that as women doctoral students we 

have an obligation to prepare the next generation. I was 

fortunate enough to meet some amazing young women 

in SisterMentors and to witness their transformation. I 

love getting the annual newsletter and seeing mentees’ 

recent accomplishments --- it fills me up with pride that 

our contribution as mentors was part of a young woman’s 

success. As for the mentors, we have created unbreak-

able bonds that were built during writing retreats and 

reading each other’s work and giving feedback. It is 

important to hold on to your dreams.  To not give up, one 

must find people to uplift you in moments of self-doubt 

whether it is a friend or a program like SisterMentors. I 

apply this concept every day in my professional life --- 

how can I reach out to someone and uplift them? I owe 

Dr. Lewis a debt of gratitude for her vision and tireless 

work. I know that is a labor of love and it has truly 

impacted many lives, including mine.” 

Dr. Emilie Boone is an Assistant Professor in the 

department of African American Studies at the New York 

City College of Technology of the City University of New 

York (City Tech). She teaches courses on African 

American art, photography of the African Diaspora, 

Caribbean Art, and African art and the Museum. 

Emilie focuses on the art and photography of the African 

Diaspora. Her current research engages with the work of 

the African American photographer James Van Der Zee. 

Another project investigates the history of photography in 

Haiti. Most recently, Emilie has contributed to the 

exhibition catalog, From Within and Without: The History 

of Haitian Photography for the NSU Museum of Art Fort 

Lauderdale and has a forthcoming essay in the 

anthology, Towards an African-Canadian Art History: Art, 

Memory, and Resistance. 

Her honors include a Smithsonian Fellowship at the 

National Portrait Gallery, a Fulbright at the Notman 

Photographic Archives and a Dangler Curatorial 

Fellowship at the Art Institute of Chicago. 

Born and raised in Brooklyn by a Haitian mother and an 

African American father, Emilie’s teaching position brings 

her back home where her interest in art history began.  

Emilie earned her doctorate in Art History from 

Northwestern University in 2016.  

Here’s what Emilie has to say about SisterMentors: 

“Happy 20th Anniversary to SisterMentors! You have so 

much to celebrate! I have so much to be grateful for 

because of my participation in SisterMentors. It was really 

the relationships in my life that got me through the 

dissertation. I count Dr. Lewis, and the women in 

SisterMentors who I was surrounded by, among my most 

important cheerleaders. Because of SisterMentors, I have 

a toolbox of self-care skills. Community, healthy food, 

yoga, meditation, etc. are all the things that I will turn to. 

SisterMentors has given me and repeatedly reinforced 

these important gifts to help me to flourish.  I thank you 

from the bottom of my heart.”  


